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At a cost of more ¢
and a half mffion do

han seven|
!

llars,” con- |
struction  work on ' the new
Metals Refinery, employing a

chemical metal recovery ‘system,!
has been completed at the Nat-:
ional- Lead: Company -property
southenst of Frederickiown. Al-:
most two years ‘in the making,
the new refinery is expected o
enable the St Louis Smelting
and Refining Division of the
National Lead Company to pro-. B
duce seven percent of the world'y

mine production ol . strategié
1cuba!l and be (he second domes- :
e, producer, accounting  for
hirty percent of the domestic |
cobalt production s

The Belgan Congn ih Africa
ieads the world in production of
icvi)al: with about 75 percent of
{the total productidn.

According to Harold Krueger,
Munager of the St.  Louws!
Smejing and Refinihg Division,
the position of cobalt In this
atomic, jet-propelled age has be-/
come_ raore and more important. |
“Cobalt-80," Kruger said recegt-|
Ity “now occupics the most useful
iand powerful seat in the group|
‘of radlo-active -materials for
industrial research.” In” this usc
cobait “metal s ftreated with
radium or other radio-active
material and the cobait product
thus is called Cobalt-80.

Cobalt, for the most pari,’ s Y
used extensively in high temper-!chemjcal principal, he said, as t]iuls, will be supplied to the in. 1847-when the shaft wai™"
""u“"m“‘”“ : steels, “’"’““{"l applies to Frederickiown ores,wax, Government. Under the Defense originally  sunk. and operated
for the production of jet aircTaft.| jnvented jointly by the Chemical | Production Act the Government under the name of BucReye Cop. °-
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Ing Division of the Natlonal Lead ompany to
realize”an output of seven percent ot the world's
productionof cobalt. At the peak ‘employment.
period aboul 485 workers were employed onr’ihe-'

*Shown here is a recent photo of the: new
“chemical reflnery at the Natinnal Lcud'C:xmpan_t'
property here. The rxefinery was completed re-
cently by the Chemical Construction Corporation
at a cost of seven and a half million doilars and
should enable the SL'-.E‘?’-"Q;‘ Smeliting and Refin«

project which took almost twvo yenz' .’le ‘complete,

v

Many . people, . according 10| Congtruction Corporation.and the ' was authord Ye .
s R i | % 2ed to secure crilical per Mining. Company. . It - was
Frdczt‘r. n.idj the Pfol?lt m't:f l National Lead Company. The rc-Jmulerqu‘ to  encourage their nbandoned in 1849 because of tha .
recovering  and  separsting €. finery will separite production and to make loans' California Gold Rush, & =, ~° >

e copper,
small quantities of copalt and’ nickel and cobalt from iron con-i'.a concerns for the conatruction; The property was mihed again
nickel in the mill residues of the |centrates, originally discarded as|of necessary facilities to asccom- by Copper Creek. Mineral and
Fredericktown p::zperty ff’ujd?rv*ltfuc but stockniled wince 1944 [ plish this, In return: the Govern. Mining '‘Compuany~in- 1860 and
{not be“nolvod. “Certainly,” he Basically, Krueger told a D-N|ment is to get a portion of the|abundoned due’ to.. Clvil . War.
fadded, “the meaning of the word [rapicter primary efforts of the materials produced. ! skirmishes and nod refinery being
j ‘cobalt, . taken trom the German woriings here will still be dirsct-| The National Leud ‘Company’ able to freat nickel-cobalt ores,
:wosd kobaid: . ey 8obln' leq towurd a high recovery of received a government loan and Frank Schuite, : a4~ ‘sell{-made
{or 'unwanted character,’ has been | ooy and copper in clesn concen- | construction of the refinery by miner and prospector of Preders
real for all those who have becn jyrarey  without sacrificing maxi- the Chemical Construction Corp-,lcktown, becding interestd and

involved in thia work."” e . : ’ \ 3

x d y of cubalt’ orjoration wag sturted in May 1952, optioned property (o several ine

"’ K”,’."" d"p';:ﬁdvl‘:‘fb myth_ nickel, to' be rrtained in & third | Except for a steel strike {n 1962°dividusls and concerns, 4 after

that “cobalt bom ® Pro- | concentrate. ¥ snd delays in delivesy of othoglduing some drillingey. - - . 4" [
ta 30

_At present there are only two
other planta i the United Staten
y codAE O’ Tocated
fn Curnwall, Pennalyvania, the
other at Garfleld, Uwh, ™ =,
Krueger pointed out the maim
difference between thix reflnery

duced at the new
g o

refinery, The

yeriticul materials,the actual oonel +Kruegee said “fromr- 28 >
jstrustion of e jolr wds compitts i tochmiciany™and™ enyifeers™ WAL Y
& “Mssentinlly 'pn yeheduld’” . -{be tequired to qperate the refine-

‘The presence«of cobalt in dresiery and act =g supervisors,'and .
of: this area was fInft Mhted Inf30 to 100 men would also work -

1818, ‘“The very''at this'on non-technioal. phasés .of. the
time,” Krueger rald, “devetoped’ job. ' . LR I e
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and other ore refincries {8 that
this one will uss chemicals tn
separate the minerais from each
other and the ore, Standard re-
fineries use hegt.

Natural gas iz reformed to
use in the process and this s
essentially hydrogen, which has
led some penple to speculate on
the possibllity of hydrogen bomb
prixduction here—an assumption,
Krueger sald, that s cntirely
unfounded and untrue.

In addition to the standacd
nickel and copper will be produe-
ed in metal form, Nickel and

lend mining aperations, cobalt)

¢obult, classed as criticsl mater-

Interest and a determination fo
produce the valGahle metal 3r its
compounds that has been prac-
tically ‘Without interruption and,
ylikewise, without success,” '
The method of extracting co-
bslt, nickel and copper ‘from
ores by chemical rather thun by
the usua! smelting and relining
methods! has been described
| banicnily new and revolutionary
and, an mentioned earlier, wae
Invented jointly by the Chemicsl
Construction Corporation and the
Nations) Lfud. Company for

(treatment of Fredericktowmroram, |

Krueger akeiched p brie{ hic.

tory of the property, beginnipg
$ 1

as .

The manager u!d,"!hat a solu~
tion to the long-standinyg cobalt.
nickel separation problem is now
In sight, "When thls becomes a
reality,” he concluded, “Xlissourt
‘wril have evety right to bé proud
of its position in the cobalt world
of today and of the Indornitable
apirit of all those who have been
[nvolved
;Perhaps then 'cobalt’ will have
‘u much different . ‘meaning ' to
those people who have devoted

in the Buckeye Mline,

a0 much effort towsrd' finding -
the anfution to thls prodblem than -

un an ‘unwanted

%t - charagter; or
'lo n', o, . .

e

thut now given by the dictionary,
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